-! | VIRGINIA INITIATIVE FOR
GRoWTH &
- OpporTUNITY

AN EACH-REGION.

Our Goals
To:---i'aige awareness gf‘-\firginia’-s significant new economic.challenges and opportunities;

To mobilize business, education, and,communify leaders in each part-of Virgi
collaboratively for economic development, job creat fon,.and carser readifias

To make Virginia’s state government a strdn‘s’;_j‘:and effective catalyst for this strategic; job-focused

regional collaboration, through financial incentives, technical support, and other assistance.

AN URGENT NEED FOR PRIVA A
Virginia is trailing the Nation in esonomic recovery 4 _
other federal programs have exposed-our ove
contractor jobs. For current and fiturg¢
experienced, Virginia urgently needs stro

WTH. Forthe first time in a half-century,
ob sreation. Steep cutbacks In deferse and
mndence o pliblic-sector and government-
ations to énjoy tha kind of opportunity we have
tivate-sector growth and a more diversified economy.
VIRGINIA'S DIVERSE REGIONS. Virgiriia doss riot have asingle economy;
ggregate of our regions. Businesses typically provide jobs to qualified
gglon, serve customers across the region, use regional suppliers.and.

| transportation networks and other infrastructire, Because Virginia isa:

the opportunities for private-sector growth vary ignificantly from one part of cur
stateto another, requiring cali Ivé! innovation afmiong employers, entrepreneurs, investors,
researchers, educators, governrients, and other leadars:in sach region. Too often this cooperation has
bean lacking, causing Virginia to lag behind other states. '

STATE GVEI?NMENT ASA CATALYST AND PAF NER: While the innovation to spur private-

sector growth must corme from within each region, the Commonwealth has a vital role to play. State

gavernment aids business growth by keeping taxes-and regulatory burdens low, supporting education
and training, and addressing gtitical infrastructiire needs, among other functions. But the State can and
- must do more to encaurags strategic, job-focused collabaration in each region. Significant state funds
currently flaw to localities, schools, and higher educatich institutions: the Commonwealth shotild use

such resources to promote joint efforts on econcriic and workforce development and to encoutage
coliaboration that can improve performance and reduce costs. The-State must be a reliable partner in
these regional efforts, and state-funded initiatives should resalt in greater economic-output gnd job.
creation in each regior rather than reallosating market'share or picking winners and losers:.




5 Policy Prib‘riiigs

Robustand diverse private-sector growth here in Virginia is the surest path to greater opportunity. for
our citizens. To achieve sustained success, initiatives to promote ngth and jbb‘ 'creation must meet.
the demanding test of the private marketp!ace We thus see

cellaboratioh on economic and workforce developm
local governments engaging effectively as full partrie
that state-funded incentives could have a significant.p

glon, with educatmna! mstrtutuons and
t dh exclusive iist, here are five ways
pact on private-sector growth:

INNOVATION

ch region through z‘aﬂ-up grant support for prajecrs

mise substantial economic iy rage significant focal, private, a ther investment, and
ooperation on ll?dUSij/ sect ' wth, alignment of education.and iraining programs
e Hand, éntrepreneurshfp, ang a‘ther private: sector-fovused gmwtb strategxes

INVESTMENT
The State can enaourage coeperation rather than compettﬂon among localities in the recraftrrispt of new:
business investment and fobs to each region by rstuming a portion of the state tax revenues genemted ‘
b ig prajects to ragions where !dcam‘les share economlc.' de Vebpment*relaz‘ed costs and revenues;

IMPRO VEMENT
The Slate can brovide financial incentives for efficiency-enhancing and cost-saving collaboration
between ard among local goverfiments, school divisions, antl higher education institutions, thereby
improving performance, reducing pressures to increase: the.size and cost of government, and fréeify up.
tax-dollars for appor!umzj/ -focused injtiatives irreducation, Job training, -and economic development.

_ _ INVENTION
Tho State can encou s and' dlSCOVBer.S‘ that fead to commercially viable products and
sarvices by providing matching-fund st for albs, equipment, and other résearch-related heeds,
thereby leveraging private.and ather F?&B tnvestments and generating economic:-benefits for the region.

AN promote innovation dnd

{NFFMSTHUCTURE

and the Gouncllf-=__r| Virgin - 3-'
opportunlties in every part of ou nwealth * Blpartisan and business-lad it provides a
Viate sector-focused economic strategies, including

an, the Generdl Assembly’s “Top Jobs” leglslatton -anct
“Blueprunt Vurgmua” (ngnma Ohamber) w* Incentive-based and voluntary, it calls for NO-new taxes,

layers of gavernment local mandates, or-changes inlocal authonty

Our facus is expanding job opportunities for all Virginians.

To join the coalition or learn mors, Vlsitwww OViFginia.of today!




:i VITSINI TROTATIVE FOR: L Q
Lnowrn &
Drronroniry ‘ ,

RGN ARGION

nia Coalition

) Virginia is a statewide grassroots campaign to mobilize business and commutiity leaders;
partiers in education and government, and interested citizens to work for state policies that will
help-secure a fuiture of expanding apportunity for all Virginians. Bipartisan and bus ess-led, GO
Virginia provides a regional framework for implementing other private sector-focused economic
strategies, inciuding Governor McAuliffe’s New Virginia Econormy plan, the General Asse 3 Tow
Jobs legislation, the Virginia Chamber’s Blusprint Virginia, and VBHEC's Grow by Degreesinifiat
Our Goals ,
+ To raise awareness of Virginla’s-_.significantl,‘ new economic challanges and cpportunities; _ _
* To mobilize business, education, and community leaders in each part of Virginia to work collaboratively
fareconomic develo greation, and.career readiness; and -
» To make Virginia's. ment a strong and effective catalyst for this strategic, job-focussd
ragional collaboration through finaricial incentives; technical support, and other assistance,

ive.

Staterient of Support

| staid with the Virginia Business Higher Bducation Courall.
caalition of state business, civic, and education feaders 59
inia's ecenoimy jn-each ragion; Tha success and sust _ iy o
- private-sector growth in‘each reglon, dnd | support stafe pi slictes
governments to work together to treate jobs and achieve shared
investments can help leversge private, tocal, and other investment to g
localities to cooperate rather than compete for new business-investiment;
programs with marketplace demaiid, and develop needed infrastructure to

Counci

key industry sectors, encourage
eralign education and training.
ppart economic growth.

By .completing this..’f.qrsfqt,--:l____jautho_rize GO Virginia to list myself orty organization, ¢
memberon the GO Virginia website at govirginia.org and in gther written mata
via e«rnail. Additionally; my organization will publicly support GO Vivginia through: o

—» Participate in eoalition-spon‘sﬁré'ci events such as rolihdtables, news events, ots;.
- Actively participate inths legislative process via letters/e-malls or testimony at public:meetings
-+ Sharg information about GO Virginia with our membership/colleagues or through vafious communication

channels such as e-mall, Facebook and Twitter :
= Lend our name {o press statements and participate in media oppoitunitias as appropriate
- Author/submit opinion pieces oristiers-to-tha-editor for publication in local newspapers

vindicated below, as'a goalition
to send me periddic updates
~more of the following:

Yes, | agreeto serve asa GO Virginia coalition menibei asan: el
Signature:. WL‘ L{ﬁ”é“—- - e Dater )y /
Printed Name: JAg\L. “Roch
Title:  Presy o,k - EC o
Organizatioi:’ PrlVnghy- Chonber of lommarce
Phone: (03 "S5 00 _ .

E-mail: Aroche € orl mjhmdnomm‘\ Oy

Address: 2009 14 Shadk N SRS N\N&h’\ WA 200

s &

Organization)

2315

Please fill out dind return to info@govirginia.org.



